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TO MY LO- 


uing Country-men, but eſpe- 


cially to the Merchants of 
Lonaon, 


| Olde is the Merchaunts 
BOS SER 7M Cape of Buon EfFeranze, 
>) VY he Files about the world 
onely to recouer 1t-: for 
P Riches 1s the brighteſt 
Q ſtar, whoſcheigth, Traf< 
DA | hcke takes, to dire it 
{elfe by. .Yet dorh this 
Tree of Fnter-courſe bring foorth other 
ſwecte and delectable fruites : It 15 not alto« 
gether planted in the garden of the Heieri- 
des, onely to beare golden Apples : No : It 
carries other frutages, almoſt as fairs : For 
the vertue of Comerce, is to diſcouer coun. 
tries : thepleaſure of it, tobe familiar with 
Nations : the cxerciſe of it, to get politique 
experience: the benefit double:tor both the 
forrein & the free-borne are crowned with 
wealth by it : the black Indian, & the white 
Engliſkman, fill ther purſes by one & the 
; A 3 ſame 
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The Epiſile 
ſame bargaine. So thatthe Straunger (how 


much Salt-water ſocuer parts him and vs) is 
a h23hand-man 1n our owne Country : hee 


reapes the fruites of our earth as plenteouſly 


and as freely as wee our ſelues : Is acquain- 
ted with the bleſſings ofour Land,and taſtes 
them as we do. And though he cares not ro 
vnderſtand our Language, yet1s he curious 
to vnderſtand our Ladings : looking rather 
mto the bottomes of our Shippes , than on 
che brauery of our Parlours. And this hap- 

inctle which hee deriues from vs, wedoe 
La againe reduce from hm : So that itis 
but a ncighbourly borrowing and lending 


betweene Kingdomes. Andall theſe good- 


| ly Triumphes are brought inby Traffick, 


Merchants being the chiefe and Maifſter- 
work me that giue the beautie & [lluſtratts. 
To ſpeake in praile of whoſe dignitie, were 
idlely to extoll that , whoſe worthines none 
cancallin queſtion, Sure it 1s, thatall Com- 
mon-weales floriſh where tlicy proſper,and 
wither where they arcpluckt vp : Infomuch 
that Kings have bin, & at this day are ofthe 
Societic,the greateſt number of their houres 


being ſpentin the exerciſe of Merchandize. 


The affc&ion therefore which I carry to 
all you (my dearc Country-men that pro« 
feſle this Art of Negotiatis : ) together with 
an Ardor and zeale to ſce the Merchants of 
thu; [K123dome, grow vp into a liuely Po! - 

tical 


to the Reader, 


ticall Bodie, as they donow in France and 0- 
ther Dominions : haue giuen me a boldnes 
and willingnes to entertaine this labour. It is 
a New, & a Rojal-Engb/h-Exchange, which 
I would build for you : T he Moddell of it, 


I confeſle, I founde drawne to my hand in 


France, you all are acquainted with it : Ser 
then all your hands to the Frame, and helpe 
to reare it vpin England.Caſt not your eyes 
on the rough pieces which T haue hewT out, 
but on the purpoſe, for which they are thus 
wrought vpon. Andalbeit perhaps, my ig- 
norice & vnprattiſed familiaritie with theſe 
French phraſes, which here ſpeak their Lay 


in broken Engliſh, may make you caſt aſide 


this booke 1n the reading, yet doe not caſt a» 


fide the matter. Admit that in turning ouer 


the leaues, you ſhould finde no other ſtuffc 
then this, that the French King (imitating 
therein,the Greeks and auncient Romanes 

hath iuſtituted ſuch a Burſe or Guild=houſe, 
for Merchants:'and ordained three ſuch OF- 


ficers, &c, Why euen this ſhould be enough . 


tointice you (who it concerncs) to buy thiz 
paper-commoditie: and hauing foundethis 
meaſure of Hercxles his foot only,notto ceaſe 
til you have got ſo much cunning, as to draw 
ontthe whole ſymetrical proportis of all Jus 
body. You haue many heIpes to do it : you 
haue the voices not only ot torren Chriſtan 
Kinges ſpeaking in your behalfe, But c= 
penot our one mol? gracious and goal; 


_ 
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Soueraign. The penne(with which he hath 


. not many yeares ſince , ſigned ſuch like 


Royall Priviledges, for the benefit of hiz 
Countrey Scotlaude, and the Merchaunts 


- thereof,) holds yet ynck cnoughin it,ts be- 


ſtow the like Princely grace vpon you the 
Merchants of England. Behumble petitio- 
nersto his Maicſte for it, Itisno Innoua. 
tion:Ttis no vpſtart att*mpt: other Realmes 
hauc broken the yce: follow you their ſteps, 
that a way may ly« ſmooth before you. 
There are many Spurres, that (ifthey 
were clapt to your fides) would make you 
to keep company in this beaten path. They 
whoſe money-bags are ſhrunke together by 
reaſon of that Siluer Conſumption , which 
tedious Lawe-ſuites have brought them in-' 
to, can riſe vp as fitteſt Orators to perſwade 
youto this enterpriſe. The wv ofull experi- 
ence of many a ſometimes-wealthy Citzzen, 
(who hawng ſcapte ſhipwracke on the ſeas, 
hath notwithſtanding bin caſt away on the 
fand, by intangling his eſtate in the nettes of 
the Lawe) may with his cryes awaken you, 
to preuent the like future miſchiefes, that 
(without prouidence) may fall vppon your 
felues. Be wife therefore : A medicine 15 in- 
vented,and(by the t1yall of other Cities that 
have taken the plulicke) approved to be (o- 
wholeſome, that it cannot chooſe but doc. 


London 
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to the Reader. 


London much good. Do but entertaine(for 
a taſte)theſe conſiderations : Of what fathi- 
on are all your controuerſtes ? Flow nat all 
your variances fro the troubled head of your 
Accounts ? Arenot your ſuites (which now 
and then many yearcs cannot weare out) 


than your owne among w 
ſtened 2 Who are fitter t 
of thaſe windings & turning-Mazes wher- 
inthe whole eſtates of many wealthy Mer- 
chants are often-times halfe-loſt, than your 


ſclues,. that: haue beſt experience in thoſe - 


cauſes, by rcaſon of your daily and hourely 
qreading 1n thoſe pathes? 

- . Surney therctore all the roomes of this 
beautifull French building; yet I do not en- 
jovne you, neither thinke T it conuenient, 
that you purchaſe the ſame, in all reſpe&ts as 
1t is to be ſeene ſtanding heere : but by this 
patterne, you may eahily faſhion ſuch ano- 
ther, more apt for yourſelues , and more a- 
grecableto the condition of our own Coun- 
trey. £5 | 

Do butſtudy this Merchants Law-Booke, 
with p ſame carefulnes that you peruſe your 


Debitor & Creditor,and you ſhal not need 


{© often to goc to Lay, It is a learning will 


much 
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much aduance you and your poſterities,fel- 


, / low it therefore, Andthus wiſhing ſafe har- 
bors to your Shippes when they are foorth, 

andto your Soules the land ofheauen,when 

they are bound thither, I bid you farewell. | 
| | 
| 
| 
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ESSAY, 0 6, 
LS LOS UP URS 
THE MER: 

chants Newe Royall Ex- 
chaunge, 
Ag Eaidt by the King, for the erdemning 
and eſtabliſhinz (in the Citie of Roane) 
of a Common place for Merchants, ac+ 


cording to the order of the Chanzein Li- 
ons, and the Bonrſe in Thoulon7e, 


Enry by the grace of 
God ing of France, 
=| to all maner of per- 
>| ſons of what eſtate 
H ſocuer greeting; As 
Bl we haue bin hereto» 

fore aduertiſed, that 
our Citie of Reane is one of the beſt 
Townes in all our Kingdome, by rea- 


_ 
_ 


ſon of the (cituation and aptneſle for 


all Comerceand Trafhcke, where di- 
uers Merchants (as well of this our 
Realme, as of many other Nations)do 
vlually hold an entercourſe of buying 
and (clling, for the continuance & pro. 
= # B pagation 
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The Merchants 

pagatio of which Trade, There hath of 
I2:c (by vertue of our Letters miſſiue ) 
Lyneercted & eſtabliſhed in the ſame 
Citie, 2 Common place for Merchants and 
their Factors to afſemblethemſclues in, 
wiſe cucry dayatthe hourcs accuſto- 
med;to difpatch ti:cir affaircs and Ne 
79ations in fuch maner as isaccuſto- 
ably vied in the Change at LZyors, 
2nd the Bourſe at T houlouze, to the in- 
tent that the forreine Commodities of 
other Countrics may more readily be 
'1ran{porred and exchanged away with 
toe which ourowne bringeth forth, 
Be ittherctore knowne to all men, 
inat Wee(throughanardeat zeale and 
Jchre that we carry toaduance the ge- 
:crall good of our {21d Citic of Roare, 
- nd tyaugment the Common benefit 
nd caſe of all Merchants Negotiating 
:\;erce, andinall things poſſible to gra» 
: 1c them, that they may notbediſtra- 
£::d &dravwne from their affairesand 
2ufinefle, into ſundry Courts and Tu- 
:i{diCtions, (by meanes of Suites and 
v2rjances ariſing at any time about 
LLICKL Traftcke ) by the deliberate an 
pie 


New Royall Exchanre, | 
uiſe of our Priuie Councc!!, togeth: - 
with divers Noble men and Princes of 
our blood) beſides other great & Ho 
notable perſonages: Ofour owne pro= 
per mouton, afſured knowledge, aad 
Regall authoritie, haue approued and 
confirmed, and by theſe preſents do 
approueand confirme,the making and 
eſtabliſhing, ofthe ſaide Common Place 
in that our Cite of Roape, Inſtantly ra- 
tifying the ſame inall points, with the 
Change of Lyons, and the Bourſe of 
Thoulouzt, . © 

Willing &ordeining, and our plea- 
ſureis, thatall Merchants, Factors, and 
all others of what Nation ſocuer, may 
aſſemble them(eclues inthe ſame twile 
- every day, at the houres accuſtomed : 
And in their meetings ſhall freely vie 
their Traffiicke, and paſle their Buſines 
aſwell by exchange as otherwiſe, not 
onely inthe ſame place, butalſo in any 
other whatſocuer within the Liberties 
of our ſaid citic of Roape, whe & where 
they ſhal think good, with all affurance 
and ſafetic to their Merchandize: And 
withall thoſe Priuiledges & Libetics, 

B a which 
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| | The Merchants 


which Mcrchaunts Trading to our 
Townes of Lyons and Thoulouze, do 
4 enioy and vſc, according to the graunt 
of ourpredeceſlors kings of Frarceand | 
of vs. 
or | Furthermore, We will and ordaine, | 
lf - | thatthe Merchants of the ſaid Towne | 
; of Koane (trequenting the ſame place) 
ſhall euery yeare cauſe a focictic of 
| Merchants to be in the Lodge of the 
ſaid Bourſc,or in any other place in the | 
__— ſame Towne, and at ſuch time as they 
" ſhall thinke good, in which mecting 
- they ſhail chuſc outof the ſaid number 
three ofhcers,viF. A Prior & two Con- 
| ſulls, ro remainein their authoritie for 
| one yeare,and fo yeariy tobechanged, 
| and there new to be elected,according 
| tothe ordinary torme of moſt voyces: 
notonly the Merchants of the Towne 
if of Roane, butaiſothe Merchant ftraun« 
[| gers, being to be preſent & aſſiſtants in 
"th * | the (did ele&tion : which cleion and 
; | nomination being fully endeg,theſaid 
| Prior and Conſulls ſhall have preſent | 
| powerinthem,to take-knowledgeand 
| to giue indgement (betweene all go - 
| | O i 
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New Royall Exchange. 


of whateſtate, qualitie, or condition 

ſocuer they be) of all ſuites, controucr- 

fies, and differences touching marters 

of Merchandizing or buying and el- 
ling, in ſuch maneras the. Conſeruator 
| ot the Fayre at Zyons,andthePriorand 
| Conſull at Thoulouze do,aſwelfor Ob- 
| ligations, Billsof debr, Receits,Blankes 
ſigned, Bills of Exchange;Anlwers by 
Suertics, Affociations of Merchants, 
(cither generall or particular) Aſſuran- 
ces, Accounts, Tranſportations, Bar- 
eaines, and partnerſhips,for matters a= 
tcreſaid,or any thing belonging there. 
vn, withas fullftrength, andaccor- 
ding to the Iudgments, and Condem- 
nations, of the {aide Conſeruators of 
Lyons, and the Pryor and Conſulls of 
T houlouze, Andthat the Iudgements: 
and Sentences, Decrees and Ordinans 
ces, Commiſhons and Commaunde. W 
ments of the ſaid Prior and Conſfuls of | 
Roane, by ſpeeches, prouiſtons, or defi- 
 nitiues,ſhall ſtand in as much force and 
effect, forany mattcr Tudicially dzter- 

mined.as thoſe cauſes whichthe Con» 
| {eruator of Lyons, and Priorand Con- 
, | B 3 {ulls 


' The Merthants 


fulls of Thon/onze , and others of our 
Tudges do decide: And the ſame ſhall 
be cxecuted by our Sericants and Of 
ficers, in {nch maner and forme,as they 
arc in their behalfabouc named, cither 
by comitting to priſon, or by inflicting 
ſeuere punithment, if it be {o decreed 
andordcined : Andro thatende ſhall 
our Mciſengers ani Officers be bound 
to performe the executions : Our lay- 
lors and Keepers of our priſons, ſhall 
likewiſe be bound to recciue and keep 
all ſnch priſoners, in ſuch mannerasif 
they were committed yvnto them by 
our aboue-ſaid Iudges,. and with the 
like bond and penaltic ( ifany eſcape 
happen) as they be bound to keepe the 
pruioners by the authortticof the ſaide 
Tudges, For ſo we have entoyned, and ' 
do cnioyneour Meſlengers.and other 
our Offcers, Taylors, and Keepers of 
priſons, vpon ſuch penaltics,as the caſe 
ſhall require}, and according as by the 
ſaid Prior and Confſulls ſhall be ſet 
downeand declared, without any de- 
faul:}*dccotding as the offence com- 
raitted thall require. 


More- | 
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Moreouer, we haue ſuftered,and do 
fuffer, the ſaide Prior and Conſulls, to 
take vnto them, twentie of the ſaide 
Merchants,or more or leffe as they ſhal 


thinke reaſonable,to aſſiſt them in mp 


cceding intheir [udgementrs, in cafiſes 
of Merchandize, Bils of Exchange, A- 
{urances and Diffcrences as aboueſaid, 
Andtocauſfeto beexccuted,their Sen- 
tences, Tudgements, and Ordinances, 
of pawnes and Conſignements.prout- 
ſions, ſeyzing of goods, andall their 
other Condemnations, Sentences or 


appointments, to proceed therein by 


Cries, Proclamations.gining notice to 
themſeſues, or leaving noriceat their 


houſes by proofe, ſales, depoſitings, 


deliueries, and exccution dchnitiue 
as the caſcſhall require. 

Likewiſe, We giue them power, to 
dire the ſame Proces, and to proceed 
therein, according to their Qrdinan=- 
ces, as well in matters ſurzymarily,as by 
prouifion : As Reknowledgement of 
Billes, Subſcriptions, and Letters of 
Exchange, 
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_- Andthelike inads of pawnes and 
conftgnments,by one onely fault duly 
proucd, by ſommoning the perſon at 
his houſe,or axing therea coppy of tae 


Commiſſion or proces, in all places 
where it is lawfull to bee done. And. 


touching other matters, where two de- 
faults ſhallbe made, or ſommoacd in 
perſon, they ſhall proceed , oblerue, 
and keepe the courſe according to the 
pings ordinances. And forall matters 


Awhereinthey ſhall giue ſentence of ex- 


We will, and We doe permit them (as 
beforeis ſayd) ro caulethe execution 
to pallc in all places of-our Court of 
Parliament ar Roarc, and in all other 
laces of our Kingdome, where necede 
Foal require: withoutany diſturbance, 
orletta bedone, by any of our Iudges, 
Tuſticers, or Officers, cither againſt 
them, or their deputies : Neither ſhall 
they Ictor hinder any ſommons, orar- 
reſt,exploite,oraſſgnementto be done 
bcfore them. ' | 
— And to gine their aſſiſtance in all 
-cauics appextaining to their know- 
TEE : 8 ledge, 


Excutioaccording to their knowledge, 
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as they ſhall deſcrue; Whereot Wee 
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ledge, touching matters of Trafficke, 
andall things thereunto belonging, a- 
gainſt al Merchants trading in our ſaid 
Citieof Roape, And astouching their 
factors,dealers,& intermedlcrs,of what 
qualitie ſocuer they be, ({ent by them 
into diuers Countrjes, Regions, and 
Prouinces, as well within as without 
our Kingdome, Countries,and Domt- 
nions vnder our obecens, for the cauſe 
of Trafticke, Merchandizing,8 doing 
of bulinefſe,andall other things there- 
vnto belonging;) | 

We wiland ordaine, that they may 
bee conſtrained to bring their cauſes 
and proofes, forall matters aforeſaide, 
before theſayd Prior,and Conſuls, for 
the time now being, or that ſhall here- 
after execute theſe Offices : be iteither 
forthe rendring of account, and ſatil- 
faction of part, or of whole, or con- 
demnations in penalties, or other con- 
demnations for amends for treſpaſles, 


and ofall otherthings that ſhall beere- 


: guar, and belonging to 
the trade of Merchandize, according 


haue 


The Merchants 


* Haue permitted them, and do giue 


thepowertovſc the forme, cuenasthe 
Nayd Conſferuator of Lyons, Priorand 
Conſuls of Theulouze, and others our 
Iudges do. And to cauſe execution to 
be ſerued on the offenders, cither by 
arreft, attachement of goods, and ſale 
thereof, orby impiſonment of the par- 
ties condemned, cuen as they ſhall 
thinke good. Inhibiting all our Iudges 
to prelumne to take knowledge of any 
of their ſayd proceedings, or of any 
matter or plea thereunto belonging : 
which our Commaund, We will tobe 
notified vnto them, and vnto whom it 
ſhall appertaine, by the firſt of our Of- 
ficers, or Seriants that ſhall bee requi- 
red, whom We inioyne to performe 
the ſameaccordingly,to the intent that 
all thoſe charges and extraordinarie 
Expences, which Merchants may be 
put vnto,in following theirſuits againſt 
their Fatorsand dealers, before many 
Tudges, might by this meancs be vtter- 
ly auoided. 
Furthermore, We haue permitted 
and do giue authoritie to the ſaid Pri- 
| or 
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or and Conſuls,thatal ſuch penalties of 
moneyesas by th& ſhall be inflicted vp. 
on men for cotempts, or any other of- 
fences,ſhalbe fortcited,the one halfe to 
Vs,the other halfe to the vſe of the ſaid 
Common place, or Bourſe of Roaze, to 
ſupply the wants thereof, Allowing 
them likewiſe, abſolute libertie and 
power, to chuſe and conſtitute one 
Counſellour, and one Atturney, who 


"ſhall by all lawfull meanes, labourthe 


benefit and aduauncementof the ſayd 
place, and ſhall defendthe ſame; to di- 
retheir procesand cauſes, aſwell be- 


_ fore the ſaid Priors and Conſuls, as be. 


foreall other Tudges. | 
And to the end, that the Merchants 
may aſſemble themſelues, as well to 
couſult of their common affaires,as to 
conſtitute the ſayd Counſellour and 
Atturncy, without being ſubic&tore- 
paireto Vs, orto our Iudges for leaue, 
when need ſhallrequire. Therefore all 
ſuch Indgements as ſhall paſſe before 
the Prior and Conſuls, being ſealed 
with their ſeales, and ſigned by a Regi- 
ſterby them appointed, be itby impri- 
ſonment, 


z 
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The Merchants 


ſonment, ſale, diſpoſing of goods, or 
otherwiſe, ſhall be held for reall and 
lawfull, being paſt in maner aforeſaid, 
without any conſtraintto obtaine our 
further permiſſion orliking , cuen ac- 
cording as was permitted by our moſt 
honourable fatherthe King, vnto the 
Merchants of our Citic of Lyons,by his 
Letters pattents; Giuen inthe month 
of February, inthe yeare of our Lord, 
1535, Reſeruing vnto our ſaid Court of 
Parliament, at our ſaid Citic of Roare, 
for a laſt conclution; and by appeale, 
the turiſdiftionand knowledge of the 
fayd diſcords and differences. | 
Andtotheendthatall{uch appcales 
as ſhall proceed,by reaſon of the tudge- 
ments and ſentences that ſhall be giuen 
and declared by the ſaid Prior & Con- 
ſuls,may be ſpeedily and without delay 
ended in our ſayd Court, We haue 
ordained, and doordaine, inioyne,and 
commaund, all our loving and truſtie 
Preſidents, and Councellours, (hol- 
ding our ſayd Court of Parliament) to 
declare to the ſaid Merchants, without 
delay, oneday in euery wecke, ſuch as 
they 
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they ſhall thinke conuenient; to hearc, 
determine, and diſpatch the ſayd ap- 
pellations, by order of Role, for that 
purpoſe ordained. And in regard of 
the proces by writing,there ſha] be one 
other Role madeapart, tothe end that 
the ſaid appeales may beended inthe 
ſameday, to auoid the prolonging of 
ſuites, to the ruine and conſuming of 
the ſuters. And to the end that the ſaid 
place of meeting of the Merchants, 
twiſeaday, may be quiet and without 
diſturbance; Our pleaſure is, and We 
do traightly command , that none of 
our Sericants and Officers, preſume to 
enter intothe ſame place, nor to make 
any arreſt (for any cauſe)ofany perſon 
whatſocuer, during the time of thoſe 
two accuſtomed hourcs of meeting. 
Andif ſucharreſt ſhould be madedu- 
ring the ſayd houres, We haue decla- 
red heretofore, and do declareat this 
preſent, the ſame tobe voydandinſut- 
ficient: chargingall our Iudges, notto 
haucany regard thereunto. 

Andas Weare informed, that the 
Trade of Aſſurances, is of late greatly 
4 4 aduan- 
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aduanced by the Merchants ofthe ſaid 
Citieof Roape, (4 work lo honourable) 
that it doth cuen beautifie and greatly 
aduance the Trade, and Commerce 
of the ſayde Citic. We (to the ende 
thoſe ſayd policies of the ſayd Aſſuras- 
ces, and all other writings thereunto 
belonging, may receiuc full vigor) 
haue permitted, and do permit, that all 


Merchants frequenting the ſayd place, 


(both now and hereafter ) to come to 
aſſemblethemſelucs at all cimes, when 
itſhallbe needfull, tro chuſe and nomi- 
nateaccording tothe moſt voyces,one 
Merchant amongſt them (ſuch a one 
as they ſhall thinke meete,beinga man 
truſticandexpert inthe knowledge of 
the Trade of Aſſurances) who ſhal make 
and regiſter the ſayd policies , where- 
vntothe Afſurers ſhall ſet their hands 
atalltimes hereafter inthe fayd place 
and libertics of Roane, when as it ſhall 
pleaſe the Merchants: whoſe office ſhal 
!iketviſe be, to draw foorth accounts 


of ſucharrcragesasſhal happen, (being - 


ehereunto called ) receiuing for his 


pains, and time ſpent about the buſt. 
elle 
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neſſe of the ſame Aſſurances, according 
asit ſhall be thought mecte by the ſayd 
Merchants: And keepea perfea &true 
Regiſter of the ſame Aſſurances, Torhe 
which Regiſter and Coppies thereof, 
andall other Acts and writings by him 
made, concerning matter of Aſſurances, 
and by him aſſigned; We will andor- 
dainc, thatall maner of credite ſhall be 
thereunto giuen, before all Tudges,and 
others to whom it ſhall apperraine, 
without that any other perſon or per- 
ſons, ſhall haue ro do, or meddlein the 
ſayd buſines of Aſſurances, orany thing 
thereunto belonging; vnleſle he be be» 
fore choſen and admitted thereunto, 
by theſayd Prior and Conſuls, and by 
the ſayd Merchants as beforeſaid. 

And Wedocommaund,andgiuc in 
charge,to al perſons holding our courts 
of Parliament, Great Connſels, Admirals, 
Vigeadmirals, Stewards, and their Depu- 
zies, and to all other Indges and Offi- 
cers whom it ſhall concerne, that you 
do cauſeto be read, proclaimed and rc- 
viſtred, this our preſent Will, Declara- 
cion, Permiſſion, and Ordinance; _ 
rhe 
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+ the ſameto be obſcrued and keptby all 


them accordingly. That the Merchants 
may vſeandinioythe forceand benefit 
therof, plainly and peaceably, without 
any contradiction. 

Moreouer, Wedo chargeand com- 
mand our Atturney Generall,tliat he do 
withall diligerice, cauſe all theſe things 
to be plainly & truly executed, and that 
hedocertific vs of his diligece ſo done- 
For ſuch is our pleaſure, for that of our 
meere motion & power, We will haue 
it done, notwithſtanding any Ordi- 
nance,Cuſtomes,Statutes,Priuiledges; 
Commaundements, Deftences, or Let- 
tcrs to the contrary, the which in this 
cauſe,without doing preiudice to other 
cauſes, We haue made voyde, and do 
hereby make voyd. And forthat men 
ſhall have occaſion to vie this our 
Graunt in diuers places; Our pleaſure 
is, that credite ſhall be giuen, toall ſuch 
Coppies, as fhall be made by any of our 
louing and truſtie Notaries, and Secre- 
taries, or vnder our Royall Seale, in as 
ample manctr, asto the original. 

Andtothis cffe&t, We do giue you 

| full 
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full power, Authoritic, Commiſſions 

| and ( peeiall charge : Commanding by 

thele preſents, all ourIuſtices, Officers, : 
and Subiedts, to obey you in this caſe. = 
Andtotheend this may remaine eſta- . 
bliſhed for euer, (Our ownerightin all 

other cauſes reſerued,) We hauechere-= 

ynto cauſed our Sealeto be put. Giuen 

at Paris, inthe Monethof March, and 

in the ycare of our Lord, 1556. And 

the tenth yeare of our Reigne, and fig- 

| ned by the King, then in councell, and 

ſealed with greene Waxe, vpon a pen- 

dant of red and greeneli]kelace, 


| HSE 


| C The 
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 ſhethtoall Merchants, health. 


\| Lorde (in whoſe 

A lome, Iluſtice and 
9871 Right, liue in ſafe 
Vz| proteftion) knowing 
what Priuiledges,not 
onely He, and his Predeceflors, but 
alſo all the Romanc Emperours, haue 
eraunted vnto you, in regard 'of the 
Trade of Merchandize, and the order 
of Exchange, both of gold and filuer: 
hauing made you thereof abſolute 
Tudges, forthe eaſe of all other Iudges, 
who in ſuch caſes can doe nothing, 
without calling you tobe Arbitrators. 
For the better adminiſtration therfore, 
of Tuſticeto his ſubiects,in all ſuch cau- 
ſes which in times paſt were reſerued 
to your vnderſtandings: And for that 
yoti 
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you may perceiue your authoritie and 
turiſdition, not to be anew thing, or 
of late deuiſed, (but firſt founded by 
the Greekes, from whom the Ro- 
maines haue taken their groundes, I 
haue thought good ,*'for your more 
eaſe, brieflie to comprehend and to 
ſerdownein writing (although not ally 
yet at the leaſt a good part of your 
power and authoritie; And to ſhew 
you in a manner the Kings pleaſure, 
how you may proceed and keepe your 
auncient Priuiledges, and that with- 
out doubting of your authoritic, you 
may ſpeedily proceed, to ittdge of all 
ſuch differences, as doe appettaine to 


your knowledge. Deſiring yo, to take - 


this in goodpart, & to defend'the ſame 
againſtall thoſe, that will enuic,not on- 
ly me;but your ſelues, 


4 2. A rea- 
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A reaſon wherefore this auncient Au- 
thoritie wasgranted to Merchants. 


"3 HERE be two things that cauſe 

a Commonwealth to flouriſh, and 
are maine ſupportersand pillars to the 
ſame ; The Trafhcke and vſe of Mer- 
chandizing,is the firſt: Forby it, the 
{upcrfluity of thoſe Comodities, which 
inſomg one Countrey,grow ranke and 
abundaunt, are tranſported ouer into 
others; In whoſe ſtead , the needfull 
Commodities of thoſe other King+ 
domes arc returned thither. For which 
cauſe the Emperour, commanded all 
his Indges, and gquernours of Prouin- 
ces, to hold the ſame in great cſtima« 
tion. The ſecond, is the Order and 
cuſtome of Exchange, whereby any 
mansneed may be ſupplicd in all places 
whererlocuer, onely by a bill of Ex- 
change ( of a Merchants of creditc) 
without endangering either his goods 


or perſon : A thing moſt profitable as 


reporteth Papiniza : So that the aunci- 
cat Law-makers (perceiuing that Mcr- 
Chants 
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chants were the firſt letters vp and in- 
uentors of Comerce, for buying and 
ſelling, together with the order and vie 
of Exchange: and thatthey had therof 
the beſt & ſoundeſt vnderſtanding, did 
wiſely inſtitute them, onely to bee the 
principall Iudges thereof: whereby it 
appeareth to bee no newe authoritie, 
whoſe beginning grew vp, cucn with 
the beſt gouerned Common-wealths: 
As may bee proued by infinite exam- 
ples both of Greckes and Latines. 


The number of Officers , appertatning 
to the ſaid Iuriſartion and of 
their power. 


ARTICLE, *t. 


Here 1s one Prior, and two Con. 
ſuls, carying thoſe Titles, accor- 
ding to the Kings pleaſure, being re- 
nued euery yeare, about Tweltfe-tidec, 
at which timeall the Merchants (as wel 
Burgeſles as Strangers) are aſſembled 
in oneplace; where after they hauc gi- 
uen prayſes to God, choyſe is made -» 
3 the 


& 
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the ſayde Prior and Conſuls, by moſt 


voyces; In which election, cuery Mer- 
chant hath their voyces, according ta 
the number . of Magiſtrates whom 
they are to choole : the manner of gi- 
uing their voyces being done ſecretly, 
either in the fauour or retuſall, of thoſe 
that are nominated. As firſt for the 
Prior, then for the firſt Conſull, and 
next forthe ſecond Conſull : And ſo 


- give theythe ſame, to the Notarie of 
_ their Regiſters, And whoſoeuer hath 


the moſt voyces in the eletion of the 
Prior, is Prior-and ſo conſequently for 
the Conſuls : Following orderly, the 
choiſe of the firſt, and next afterthe ſe. 
cond: beinga thing moſt commenda- 
ble and requiſite, for the auoyding of 
2ll affectionand corruption. The Pre- 
ſident whereof , being; taken from the 
Greckes, who by the ſame coulſe did 


. make choice of their Magiſtratcs and 


GOoucrnouts. ' 


ARTIC. 2. 


» Item, the Prior and Conſulls new- 


ly choſen, doe take their oath of the 


_ old 
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old- ones, and immediatly being ſet 
in the manner and forme of the for» 
merz they take the ſame oath, in pre- 
ſents of all the Merchants there afſem- 
bled; promiſing duely and faithfully to 
execute [uſtice, withoutany regard, c1- 
ther to poore or rich, as other Iudges 
doe, when they are newly eſtabliſhed 
intheir gonernment. 


eARTIC. 53 


Item, the ſayde Prior and Conſuls, 
preſent, orto be choſen hereafter, may - 
call vntothem, twentie Merchants, or 
a greater number toaſhſtthe, as Coun- 
ſcllours, for the vnderſtanding and de- 
ciding of all ſuch differences, as apper- 
taine to their knowledge : and to vrge 
the ſaide Merchants thereunto, vpon 
their oathes : in ſuch ſort, as other 
Tudges doe ( with ſuch Counſcllours 
as they make choiſe of,toaffiſt them) in 
like caſe;in regard of their Authorities 


| ARTIC. 4. 
Item, the ſayd Priorsand Conſuls, 
C 4 may 
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may conſtitute one Counſcllour, and 
one Atturney, to procure the good 
and maintenance ot the ſayd Common 
place, 8&ro defend the ſame inall right- | 
full cauſes, and to condudt (as Iudges) 
both the ſuites, buſineſſes, profits, and 
PR——_ of theſame place, as well. 
efore the ſaid Prior & Conſuls, as bc- 
fore allotherIudges whereſocuer, 


ARTTIC.. $. 

Item,thelayd Counſellour and At- 
turney,ſhalbe choſen by the moſt voi- 
ces of all the Merchants, aſſembled to- 
gether for that purpoſe: And not atthe . 
willand pleaſurept the Priorand Con. 
ſuls:and/are to be changed cuery yeare, 
according to the wils and diſcretions 
of the ſame Merchats of the ſame place; 
hauing raken a generall delibcration 
thereof, according to the tenure of the 
ſaid Letters Patents of the Moneth of 
May, the Kings pleaſure being well 
yaderſtood, 

ARTIC. 6. | 

Ttem,thefaid Prior and Conſuls,ſhal 
take the oaths of the ſayd Counicllour 

| and 
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and Atturney, that they ſhall procure 
as well the good and profit of the ſame 
place; as the credite & increaſe of their 
Authoritie, and the ſame ſhall defend 
againſt all mcn : And they ſhall neuer 
g1ue c2unſell to the contrary, by any 
meanes whatſocuer. 

. ARTIC. 7. 

Item, the ſayd Prior and Conſuls, 
may call to their aſſiſtance, the: ſayde 
Counſellour and Artturney , that with 
them & the ſaid other Merchants, they 
may iudge and decide all ſuites and 
difterences,appertaining to their know- 
ledge. 

ARTIC. 8, 

Item, the ſayd Prior and Conſuls, 
of their owneauthoritie, may appoint 
ſuch. a Regiſter, as they ſhall thinke 
meete, to keepe their Regiſters, who 
ſhalbe changeable cuery yere,as are the 
Priorand Conſuls , The which Regi- 
ſter ſhall ſubſcribe to all Ads, that ſhall 
paſſe during their government, and by 
him done, vnderthe title of a Regiſter, 
As is containcdin the Letters Patents, 


of the Moneth of May. 


\ 


ARTIC, 
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Ttem, all Meſſengers, and ſuch like 
Officersof the Kingdome,are conſtrai- 
ned by the King, to obey the ſaid Prior 
and Conſuls, and duely and amply to 
execute, all and cuery their Commani- 
dcements, Commiſhons, Sentencey, ci- 
eher definitiue or otherwiſe; And all 
the judicial] As and Decrees, of the 
faid Prior and Conſuls, in euery place 
of the Kingdome, like as of the Iudges 
in all other Gouernements, whereas 
the ſaid Meſſengers and like Officers, 
docexcrciſe their Offices : and vnder 
the ſame penalties to bee layd vpon 
them without default, likeas they may 
be conſtrained to obey other Iudges, 
asis contained in the fayd Letters Pa- 
tents of the Moneth of May. 


ART IC, 10. 


Item, all Taylors and keepers of 
Priſons,arcſubie to receiue and keepe 
the priſoners committed ynto them, 


by 
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by the ſad Prior and Conf ,,aSthey 
doethe r—_ of all the otherIud- 
ges, and vnder the ſamepenaltiesand 
bonds, if any eſcape happen, cuen like 
as they are ſubied to keepe the priſo® 
ners by authoritie of the other Iudges 
of the kingdome, as is contained inthe 
laid Letters Patents of the moneth of 
May. | 


ARTIC. 171, 


Item, the Kings pleaſure is, that all 
the ſaid Meſſengers and ſuch like Offi- 
cers, And all Iaylors and Keepersof 
priſons within all his Dominions, ſhall 
obey the ſaid Prior and Conſuls,with- 
out demanding leaue or other Licence 
of othcr Iudges, within whoſe gouern- 
ment they do dwell, and exerciſe the 
charge of their Office, according as the 
late King Francs ( of noble memory) 
hath graunted to the Conſeruator of 
the Fayres of Lyon, in the moneth of 
February , in the yeare of our Lorde 
GOD, 1535: As in the lyke 
; autho- 
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authoritie, the Prior and Conſulls of 
the Bourſe of Thowlouze haue bin eſta. 


bliſhed,by this King preſent,As is con- 


tained in the Letters Patents hereafter 
ſpecified. | 
H#ETIC 13 


Item, the Kingspleaſure is, and he 
doth permit 8 ſuffer the ſaid Priorand 
Conſuls,to make choiſe,8& to appoint, 
within allthe Townes, Villages, and 
otherplaces, of the Prouinces of Lan- 
guedocke and Loyrozors, certaine good, 
faithfull, andexpert men , to ſearch all 
the merchandizes, whichis growing 
and yſed inthe ſaid Prouinces, to fee if 
there beany abuſe, fraude, falcificati- 
on, orotherdeceitin any of the aide 
merchandizes : Andaccording tothe 
report of theſaid Searchers, to puniſh 
the offenders, according to their de- 


ſerts, and power of their authoritie,for 


the benefit of the ſaid merchandizes, 
as is contained in the ſaid Letters Pa- 
tentsof the moneth of May. 


ARTIC, 
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ARTIC, 1s, 


Item, the faide Prior and Conſulls, 
may place, one or more Viſitors or 
Searchers for theabouſeſaid cauſes, in 
all places wheras they ſhall think meer, 
for the true maintenance of all mer- 
chandizes: Andrthe faid Searchers ſo 
placed, they ſhall take their oathes in 
all things requiſite, to diſcharge their 
Offices faithtully,and truly,and accor» 
ding to a good conſcience : And to 
ſearch the ſaid merchandizes,whereof, 
and by whom they ſhal be required ac- 
cordingly, for the reſpe&s conteined 
inthe former Article: And the charges 
that ſhall ariſe, to belaide vpon the of- 
fenders, according tothe reportof the 
ſaid Searchers, to whom the ſaid Prior 
and Conſulls ſhall ſet downe areafo- 
nable Salary, or reward, to bepreſent- 
ly paid vnto them without any circum- 
tance; to the end not to feare the par- 
ties offending, by colour of ſuire,asthe 
Kings pleaſure is, in the ſaide Letters 
Patcnts of the monetiwof May. 


ARTIC. 
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| ARTIE 14. 

Item, the ſaid Prior and Conſulls, 
may place the faid Searchers to take 
view ofall Woods, Saffrons; Woolls, 
and all other merchandizethart ſhall be 
growing and vſed inthe ſaide Prouin= 
ces of Languedocke and Lorogors, As is 
containedintheſaid Letters Patents of 
the moneth of May. X 


*%y 


ART1C. 15. 


Item, the faid Viſitors or Searchers; 
being choſen as before is ſaid, ſhall be 
ſubic& vpon any ſommons ot requeſt 
made vntothe, by any Merchant that 
pretendeth any merchandizes to be 
falſified, or any other deceit to befoiid 
in it,thatthey ſhould execute their Of. 
fices, beiteitherin the Kings name,or 
ſulls, without other exprefſe comman« 
dement from the ſaid Prior and Con- 
ſuls: Andſhallduly and truly ſearchthe 
merchandize whereof they ſhall bere- 
quircd, vpon ghe like paines and for- 

feitures, 


in the name of the ſaid Prior and Cone 


— 
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feitures, as ſhould haue benelaidevp- 
on him, who by their report, ſhould 
haue bene found culpable, tothe ende 
thatthe parties offending, ſhould not 
be madeafraide by Letters, nor no 0- 
ther meanes vſed inthe other Turiſdic- 
tions, forthe gaine & profit ofthe Tud- 
gesand their Miniſters, Conſidering 
that the ſaid Searchers ſhall be choſen 
and conſtituted, as before is ſaid. 


ARTIC, 16. 


Item, the ſaid Searchers may (inthe 
Kings name, and in thenameof the / 
ſaide Prior and Conſulls) commaund 
cucry man whom itſhall concerne, to 
bring foorth all their merchandizes, 
which they ſhall be requiredto ſearch, 
that they may truly diſcharge their Of- 
fice: Andit any man ſhallin ſuch caſe 
refuſe tobring forth his goods, They 
ſhall Sommon them (fo refuſing ) to 
appeare before the ſaid Prior & Con- 
ſulls, that they may take order therein 
accarding to reaſon. 
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ARTIC. 17. 

Item, the ſaide Prior and Conlſulls, 
may puniſh ſuch as ſhal cauſe any mer. 
chandizes to be ſearched, it by the Vi- 
fitors, the ſame merchandizes thall be 
found good and Jawfull : as contrari- 
wiſe, they may puniſh the Refuſers,or 
them that haue committedany fault in 
their merchandizes, in ſuch penalties 
as the caſe ſhall require,andas their au- 


thoritic may ve. 


Of the Forfettures and puniſh ments,and 
what ſeale the ſaid Prior and 
Con ſulls may vſe. 


ARTIC. I. 


Item, theſaid Prior and Conſuls.to 
entertaine, conlcrue, and defend theit 
authoritie, may for eucry offence, vſe 
only the penaltic & forfeitures of mo- 
ney , and ſhall apply the ſame, the one 
halfe for the King,the other half to the 
partie, according to his deſert : As is 
contained in the ſaide Letters Patents 
of the moneth of May. A R- 
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ARTIC, 2. 

Item, the ſaide Priorand Conſulls 
may without diſpecatſing of the goods, 
proceed by ſequeſtration, arre(t & im- 
priſonment of the perſons, who by 


them ſhall be condemned, yatill their * 


ſentence be fully executed, according 
to ſuch forme and order, as the Con» 
ſeruator ofthe Fayres of Lyon, Brie,and 
Champaizne, doe viually obſeruc, as is 
conteined in the ſaide Letters Patents, 
of the moneth of February hereafter 
exprelled, 
” ” \ of { "oF 

Item, to giue force andauthoritic to 
all the Iudiciall Acts (being done by 
the authoritic of the ſaid Prior & Con- 
ſulls,) the ſame ſhall be ſealed with the 
Armes and Caſhet of the (aid Prior, or 


of one of tae ſaid Conſulls, who hath. 


judged the ſaide Acts, And the ſame 
ſhall be ſubſcribed by their Notary, c- 
uenas it is more amply expreſſed, in 
the ſaid Letters Patents of the moneth 
of May, being thereby prahibited, to 
vieany ofthe Kings Scales, according 
to the tenour of the ſaid Letters, 4 
R- 
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ARTIC. 4. | 
Item, theſaide Priorand Conſulls, 
hauing knowledge of any traude, of 


| other deceits, to be vied by any man, 


they may caulethe body of the offen- 
derto be committed, 6: proceed with 
the offender , ſofar as is offence ſhall 
cocerntradeof merchandize,Change, 
or Rechange,although the King be in- 
zereſted therein, Prouided that they 
proceed no further, then concerneth 
matters of merchandizes,Change,and 
Rechange : And for his other puniſh- 
ment for other vices, they ſhall deliuer 
the perſons to the Tudges, to whome 
doth appertaine the knowledge there. 
of, for the better puniſhing of the of- 
tender, and the correCting of all other 
vices, and not otherwiſe, | 


ARTIC. 5: 

Item, all Indgements of the aide 
Priorand Confulls, may be executed 
chroughoutal] the Kings Dominions, 
beitby Attachment of goods and ſale 
thereof, arreſt, and impriſonment of 
rhe perſons condemned, as allo by pe- 
gr Ret naltics 


— 
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nalties and forteitures of mony,accor- 
dingtothe cauſe of the offence, & th1- 
authoritie of the ſaid Prior and Con 
ſulls, As is contained in the ſaid Letts: , 
Patents of the moneth of May. 


ARTIC. 6. 

Item, all Iudgments,Sentenc*s,C-. 
dinances, Commiſſions, Decrees anc 
Commaundements, as well definitiue 
as otherwiſe, being done and judged 
by the ſaid Prior and Conſulls, for ail 
matters pertcining to their knowledge 
arc of effeR and force, through allthe 
Kings Dominions: Asis conteined in 
the ſaid Letters Patents in the moneth 
of May : andothers ofthe moneth of 
February, hercafterſpecified, accor- 
ding tothe order, as well of the Con- 
{cruator of Lyon, as of other Tudges, + 


Who are ſubieft to the authoritiq ofthe ſaid 
Prior and Conſulls, and who 


are exempt, 
ARTIC. 1, 
Item,all noble perſonages & others, 
D 3 all 
N 
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all ſpitituall men, and lay-men, of age, 
or vnderage, ortheir deputies, viing 
and cxerciting the Trade of merchan- 
dizeor exchange, ſhall in that reſpet 
be ſubie&to the power and authoritic 
of the ſaide Priorand Conſulls, with. 
out any maner of exception, as 1s con- 
tained in the ſaide Letters Patents, of 
the moneth of May,& the Reſtrictions 
therof,cotained in the Letters Patents, 


Giuen at Fowntair Blear,the (cucnth of | 


December, inthe yeare155 1 : And 
publiſhed in the Parliament at Thor- 
lor7e.theninth of February in the ſame 
YCarc. : 
; "HURT IC, 2. 
Ttem, Il Seruants, Factors, Dealers, 
Intermedlers, and others,ot v. hat qua- 
Iitie ſocuer they be, being ſent by the 
Merchants of the ſaide Thonlonge, into 
3ny place, Countries, Dominions, or 
Provinces, beeing either within or 
withoutthe Kings Dominions,forthe 
ITraceof merchandizcsor exchanges, 


arewubliedt tothe authoritic of rhe jayd 


Prior and Confulls, onely in the re- 
{;c3ofthe Trade of merchandizeand 
| exchange. 
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exchange. And all other Tudges arc 

forbidden coccrning ſuch debares and 

diflerences, growing between the ſaid 

Merchants, and the parties aboue (pc- 

cifiedin this Article, onely ro auoyde 

thc fraudes, abuſes, and ill demeaners 

of the ſaid ſeruants and dealers,and for 

other good reaſons, conteined in the 
ſaide Letters Patcnts of the moneth of 
May. 

#XRT IC. $« 


Item, all the heires of ſuch men, as 
are ſubicct to the ſaid authoritie, of the 
ſaid Prior & Conſuls,and by them ſhal 
be arreſted & impriſoned, are exemp= 
ted : And the ſaide Prior and Con- 
ſulls ſhall not have to do, to arreſt the 
bodies of the ſaid heires, but the ſame 
ſuite ſhall proceed before the Lordes 
of the Court of Parliament ofthe ſaid 
T houloxFe, according to the effect of 
the Letters of the eight day of March, 
inthe yeare r 5 5 1. grounded aſwel by 
common reaſon of Right, as by the 
Kings Ordinances in the Rewbricke of 
Letners Obligatories. 

5 of ARFIE. 
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ASTIC 4. 
Item,all Noble perſonages, Lawiers 
and Officers, are exempt fromthe ſaid 


 authoritie, although they haue bought 


Cloath of what kind ſocuer, borrowed 
mony or other merchandizes for their 
neceſſary yſes,according to their eftate 
and callings: As is conteined inthere-« 
ſtraints ot the ſaide Letters Patents of 
the moneth of May: 


ARTIC, 5. 

Item, all Oppoſers againſt theSen- 
tences & Decrees of the ſaid Prior and 
Conſulls, are exempt from the ſaidau. 
thoritic, and they cannot thereby be 
conſtrained to bring their cauſes of op. 
polition before the ſaid Prior & Con- 
ſuls : Butthey ſhallreturn the ſame vn- 
tothe Iudges,to whomthe knowledge 
thereof doth appertaine: who hauing 
heard the ſame, and giuen ſentence 
thereof, andthe execution being ac- 
compliſhed , both for the right of the 
King, and the performance of Tuſtice, 
or otherwiſe ordeined by the Iudge to 

whom 
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Whom the knowledge of the faid op= 
poſitions doth appertaine : As is con= 
teinedin the Reſtraints of the ſaid Lets 
ters Patents of the moneth of May; 


ARTIC, 8, 


Item, all Appeales of the Sentences 
and Ordinances ofthe ſaid Prior and 
Conſulls,ſhallbe brought immediate- 
ly into the Court of Parliament of the 
ſaid Thoulouze: And none other Iudge 
can reform the Iudgemenis of the ſaid 
. Priorand Conſulls: As is conteined in 
the Letters of the ntioneth of Tuly, 1545 
 Andofthe moneth of May, x5 5 1. 


Three Additions to reſolne 
two difficulties. 


ARTIC, I; 


Item, all thatbe exempted from the 
TuriſdiQion of the ſaide Priot & Cone 
ſulls, cannot by any meanes ſubmie 
theſclnes thereynto,to take any benefit 
s D 4 thereof, 
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thereof, vnleſle it bee by the Kings ex- 
preſſe Commandement, or conſent of 
the other Iudges, in ſpeciallfauourand 
regard of the cauſes of the (aid exempti- 
ons, wherein the ſayd Prior 8& Conſuls 
muſt be wife and diligent, to auoyd the 
oftcnce of raſh and fearetull Iudges. 


ART ZFO #o 


Item, ſauing & excepting the heires 
of {uch as be dead,that were in their lite 
time, ſubieR to the ſaide Authoritte, 
which heires (the debts owing by their 
Predeceſſors being proued , and they 
ſubmitting themſclues againe by new 
Obligations to the rigor of the ſayde 
Authoritic ) may bee conſtrained by 
arreſt, and impriſonment of their per. 
ſons : Renouncing the Priuiledges of 
the ſame Articles, made only inthe fa- 


uour of the ſaid heires; As by the ſayde 


Article beforcalleaged doth appcare. 


ARTIC, 3. 


Ttem,excepting the heires 6c Succel= 
ſors 
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ſorsof Merchants, frequeting the ſame 
Bourſe,who,of what eſtate, profeſſion, 
or qualitie ſoeuer they be,cither Noble 
or head Officers of the ſayd Citie of 
ThouloaFc,or of any other conditio,not 
vling nor profeſling the Trade of Mer- 
chandizing or Exchange, ſhall be con- 
uented, adiourned, and purſued by all 
due wayes, & reaſonable courſes, cuen 
as their Predecefſors Merchants ſhould 
haue beene, if they had liued , before 
the ſaid Priorand Conſuls,for all things 
concerning the Trade of Merchandize, 
and matters of Exchange, doncand v- 
ſed by their ſayde Predeceſſors Mer- 
chants, without pretending or allea» 
gingany diſabilitic or inſufficiegcic, by 
reaſon of their Eſtate. Prouided al- 
wayes, thatthe ſuing of them ſhall bee 
done, without arreſting or impriſoning 

of their perſons: And the ſayd heires 

(of what condition ſocuer they bee) 

may ſue, or cauſe to bee ſued, all other 

Merchants for the cauſes and reaſons 

before rchearſed,before the ſayd Prior 

and Conluls, andno where cl(e : As is 
gontaincedin the laid Letters Patents of 


to 


| 
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the Moneth of Februarie, andas in all 
common Tightisobſerued. 


What matter; are ſabiett to the ſayd Auths- 
ritie, aud what matters are not. 


ARTICLE. tr. 

Item all debates and differences , by 
reaſon of trafficke, and dealing in Mer. 
chandize, or cauſe of Exchange, beit 
by Obligation, Bill of debt, Receites, 
Blankes ſigned, Letters of Exchange 
and Rechange, Suertiſhips, Partner- 
ſhips,(generall or particulat)nominati- 
ons of the ſufficiencie of men , or pla» 
ces where they dwell, Debts, Aſſuran« 
ces, Accounts,or Auditingsof accoſits, 
Tranſpors, Bargaines , and all other 
Acts and things, with their circumſtan- 
ces,and what els belonging vnto them, 
do appertainetothe knowledge of the 
fayd Prior & Conſuls, as is contained 
inthe ſaid Letters Patents, of the Mo+ 
ncth of May. 

ARTIC. 2. | 

Item, the impoſition or Aﬀeſſemenit 
of ſuch neceſſary Summes of monies, 

as 
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as ſhalbe needfull for the building, buy- 
ing, or hiring of aplace,fitforthe excr= 
ciles of the ſaid IuriſdiQion to be vſed 
in, and for the profit of the ſayd comon 
Bourſe,8& of all things belonging there- 
ynto : As alſo for the entertayning (in 
good eſtate and due fourme) for the 
eaſe and benefite ofthe tranſportation 
of all Merchandize, alongſt the Riuers 
of Garona,and Geronda, from the ſayde 
Citic of Thou/onze, to the Citic of Bur- 
deaux,and of all other Riuers within the 
Countries of Lanenedocke, and Lerogois. 
Alſo the taxatian and afleſſement of 
eucry Merchant (as well Inhabitant, as 
Stranger vſing the Trade of the ſaide 
Thouloaze) according to their abilities 
and dealings, doeth appertaine tothe 
ſaid Prior and Conſuls; as is contained 
inthe ſaid Letters Patents ofthe month 
of May. 
eARTIC. 


Item, the ſaid Prior & Conſuls, may | 
impoſe penalties of money, vpon all 
ſuch Merchants as ſhall obſtinately re- 
fuſe to pay ſuch ſumsof money as are 
taxed yponthetorthe cauſes aboueſaid 


by 


ons. ia wn en a >, 


if 
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bythe ſaid Prior and Conſuls,and their 
Councell : And ſhall conſtrainethem 
therevnto,by all due wayes, & reaſona- 
ble meanes, & alſo by impriſonment of 
their perſons, vntill ſuch rime as they 
ſhall make payment of the monics im- 
poſed vpon them, as aforeſaid. And 
the penaltiesthatſhal grow thereupon, 
ſhall be diſpoſed of, by the Prior and 
Conluls, the one halte for the King,the 
other halfe for the benefite of the ſayde 
Bourſe; As is contained in the ſaide 
Letters Patents of the Moneth of May. 


. 
ARTIC. 4. 

Item, there doth appertaine to the 
faid iuriſdiction of the fayd Prior and 
Conluls, the knowledge of rendring of 
accounts, payments of the whole, or 
of part, andall other things concerning 
the Trade of Marchandize, and order 
of Exchange: As is contained in the 
ſaid Letters Patents, of the Moneth of 
May. 


” + o > { 6 

Item, the puniſhing of all fraudes, 
abuſes , deccites , fallifications, and all 
other 
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other ill dealings in Merchandizcs, 
boughtand vſcdin the ſaide Countries 
of Langnedocke and Lorogois: And all 
abuſes committed in the'courſle of Ex» 
changes: All this,in all reaſon, dothap- 
pertaine to the ſaid Prior and Conſuls, 
as is contained in the ſaid Letters. 


Matters wherein the Prior or Conſuls, are 
forbidden to teal: withall. 


ARTICLE, 7. 

Item, all matrers criminall or offen- 
ſ12e, in regard whereof, the Kings At- 
turncy is a partie, and thereby hath 
intereſt therein , as falſifying of Ob- 
ligations, and Billes of debr, or other 
writings, matters of reproch, or diſcre- 
ditc of perſons, thefts, and other cuull 
and vnlawgull behauiours , done and 
committed, aſwell by the ſayde Mer- 
chants, as by their Seruants, Factors, 
and Intermedlers in cauſes of Merchan- 
dize. As alſoall others, not exerciſing 
the Trade of Merchandize,are forbid- 
den to be delt withall, by the ſaid Prior 

and Conſuls, As is contained inthere- 
4} ſtraints 
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Araintsof the ſaide Lerters Patents, of 
the moneth of May, hereafter ſpecificd, 


ARTIC. 3. 
\ Ttemn, the ſaid Prior and Conſuls, are 
not to deale with the c6tracts of Vſury, 
either fained, or otherwiſe vnlawfull, 
whereby the offender, by all reaſona- 
ble iudgement deſerueth puniſhment: 
As is contained in tbe ſaid reſtraints, 

" + + & 6 5 IP 

Item,all-Ciuill cauſes,between men, 
of what qualitic ſocuer , beſides thoſe 
which concerne Trade of Merchan- 
dize, or matter of Exchange, bee itby 
gift of the dead,by Will,or in aduance- 
ment of Marriage, enterchanging of 
goods by conſent, &all other ſuch like 
Contracts - be all exempted from the 
dealing of the ſaid Prior and Conſuls: 
As is contained in the ſaid reſtraints. 

ARTFIC, 4. 

Item, the ſaid Prior and Conſuls,are 
notto deale with any oppoſition, made 
ypon theexecution of any of their Sen- 
rences, orordinaccs;as is beforeexpreſ- 


{ed,and conteincdin the ſaid reſtraints, 
| ART. 
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ARTIC. 5. 
' Item, the Authoritic of the ſayd Pri- 
or & Conluls, is onely in Ciuill cayles, 
according as before 1s recited : andall 
ſuch forfeicures as ſhall happen, ſhall be 


arbitrated by the diſcretion of the (aide 


Priorand Conſuls, and diſpoſed of, as 
before is laid. 
ARTIC. 6. 

Trem tonchingall matters that con» 
cerne the Authoritie of the Prior and 
Conſuls, and doe appertaine to their 
knowledge,all other Iudges, their De. 
puties, or Aſſignes, within all the Kings 
Dominions,cannot impeach or gaine- 
ſay : Neitherſhall they croſſe or contra. 
dict any thing, direRly , or indireQly, 
whatſocuer the ſaid Prior and Conſuls, 
ortheir Officers ſhall do: Asis mentio- 
ned jn the Letters Patents, inthe Mo- 
neth of May. | 


. Thematters wherein they may Sum- 


| marily proceed. 
'T He King in his ſaid letters pat&rs, of 
+ * the monthof May, hath named 8 
ſpecified the ſaid marters Siimaries, the 
| knowledge 
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knowledge whereof doth appertaine to 
the ſaid Prior and Conluls , which bee 
theſe : Knowledgement of Billes, Re- 
ſcriptions , Letters of Exchange, Let- 
ters of Aduice,Receites, Blanks ſigned, 


. Suerties, Garniſhment, & Conſignati+ 


ons of monies,of whatſumme ſo cuer : 
Andall other circumſtances,belonging 
and concerning the Tradeof Merchan- 
dize, and matters of Exchange, As is 
more amply contained in the Letters 
Patents, of the Moneth of May. 


T he maner how to proceedin the ſayd Sum- 
marie matters incluſine, untill defini- 
tine ſentence, according to the Kings Or- 
dinance. | 


ARTICLE.r. 

Fifth ſaid Prior and Conſuls, ſhall 
cauſcall Complainants, at their firſt 
comming beforethem, in perſon orby 
their Atturneyes ſufficiently authori- 
zed, to nominate a place in the ſame 
Towne, for his reſidence or abiding, 
and in default thereof, the ſaid Prior 
and Conſuls, thal refuſe to receiue their 
deiaungs, 


New Royall Exchange. fo 
demaunds,defences,and oppoſitions, 
ſpecially the Complaynants, as is con- 
rainedinthe firſt Article of the Kin 
Ordinance inthe Rubrick:Thatall Li- 
ti2ans,G0c. , 


OE ASTIC $5: 
; Trem,the ſaid Prior and Conſuls,are 
at all times authorized, to proceed in 
their ſaid Iuriſdition,ordained forthe 


expedition of Suites, and the eaſe of all. 


Merchants trading inthat place:except 
thoſedayes,and Feaſtes, in which the 
Court of Parliament of the ſayd place 
docth forbeare :: According towhich 
Order, the ſaid Priour &Conſuls may 
ceaſe the exerciſes of their Authoritic, 
Andexcepting furthermore, theday 
of the feaſt of the Kings(called Twelt- 
day) in which theſaid Prior and Con- 
ſuls are new choſen. 
ARTIC. % 


Irem, the ſaid Priorand Conſuls,in 
the ſayde cauſes, cannot permit more 
then one dey, which is a ſufficient 
aduantagefor the __ offending , as 

- J3 
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is contained in the ſaide Letters Pa. 
rents of the Moneth of May : And 
| thallbe hereafter declared. 


ARTIC. 4. | 

Item, if any queſtion ſhall grow, for 
the reknowledgements of Billes , the 
partie that 1s adiourned ſhall bee per- 
mitted but one detault,as aboue ſaid;to 
come, either to confeſle, or denie his 
deed : And hauing made one default, 
his Bill ſhall bce held as confeſſedand 
auailable, from the day that the ſaide 
Prior and Conluls ſhal giue their Sen- 
tences: As is contained in the Kings 
Ordinances, and inthe Rubricke, for 

the rcknowledgement of Bills, 


ARTIC.s. 

Item, the ſayde Prior and Conſuls, 
may take notice,thattheirAuthotitic is 
orcater in the reknowledgement of 
Billes, then the Authoritie of all other 
Iudges,andmorethen the foreſaid Or- 
dinance docth expreſle: For the ſayd 
Ordinance docth extend, but to the 
adiourning of the ſayd perſons oy; 

n 
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And the faid Prior and Con(uls, ypon 
oneonly default,and notice left ar the 
lodging of the offender, may,auerreal 
Billes, and declare theſameto be pays 
able, Asis contained in the ſayd Let- 
ters Patents, of the Moneth of May. 


ARTIC. 6. 


Item, all Debtors and Defendants, 
being in queſtion for the ſaid matters, 
 Summarieandprouiſionall,ſhall be by 
their Creditors and Plaintiffes, onely 
once, warned to appeare : Thatisata 
competentday, and houre, before the 
ſaid Prior and Conſuls , to accept or 
impungne the demand, which ſhall be 
 madeagainſt them, by their Creditors 
and Plaintiffes, Tas 


ARTIC, 7: 


Item,all warnings or adiournments, 
that ſhalbe ginen at the firſt beginning 
of any Proces, ſhall containe ſumima- 
rily, allthe demaunds of the Plaintiffe, 
to the ende that the Defendant being 
Eg 3 , adtour: 
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adiourned, may come prepared for his 
anſwere, attheday andtime aſſigned : 
As is contained in the third Article of 
the Kings Ordinances in the Rutricke 
ot Adiournments. 


ARTIC, 8. 

Item,the Meſſenger or Sericant,ex- 
_ ecuting the ſayde Prior and Conſuls 
Letters of Summons, toucking the 
ſaid matter SumHaric, hee muſt ad. 
tournethe perſon himſelfe, if hee can 
findehim: otherwiſe, he ſhall fixc, aſ- 
well the Coppie,of the Demaund, as 
his ſaydc Exployt, atthe doore of the 
lodging of him thar is ſ(ummoned,and 
the ſame tobe duly prouecd : andhall 
afterwards giue knowledge vnto the 
{aid Por & Conſul, of his diligences 
done thercin : As is contained in the 
ſaide Letters Patents, of the Moneth 
of May. 


ARTIC. 9. 

Item, foraſmuch as in the foreſaide 
matters,the Plaintiff, may (inregard of 
onedetault) obtainc aduantage in his 

cauſe, 


A 
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cauſe, as is contained in theſixth Artie 
cle of the Kings Ordinanges,inthe K#- 
bricke of Scricants. Therefore all gxc- 
cutions, or exployts of all Mcſlengers 
or Sericants, ſhall be done vnder tire 
atteſtation and record of two Witneſ+ 
ſes, or of oneatthe leaſt: Andthe ſaid 


| Meſſengers and Sericants, ſhall bee 


bound , to leaue a Coppie thereof, 
with the parties ſo aſſigned , or clle, 
to fixe thelame vpon the doore of the 
lodging, as beforeſaid: although they 
make reſiſtance : and to make men- 
tion of all their exployts, at the char- 
ges of the Plaintiffe: As is contained 
inthe firſt & laſt Article of the Kings 
Ordinances in the Rubricke of adiourn- 


ments, 
ARTIC, 10. 


Item, if the partic ſo adiourned, 
make not his appearence at the time to 
him aſſigned, then the ſayd Prior and 
Caonſuls, may proceed againſt him in 
the ſaid cauſes, by ſeizing of his goods, 
ſo farre as the ſummes ſhall amount 


vnto, pretendedto beeowingto the 
E 3. Plain- 
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Plaintiffe, or by arreſting and impri. 
ſoning the partie adiourned if he may 


beetaken, and ſo to detaine him, vntill 


He ſhall pur intothe handesof the Tu- 
Aice, thelike fummes pretended to be 
owing to the Plaintiffe: And this, in 
caſe where the partic adiourned and 
impriſoned, would declare nothing 
in his defence, againſt the other partie- 
The hand of the King, and of Iuftice 
firſt garniſhed, like as the Conſeruator 
of the Fayres,of the ſayd Citic of Lyor 
doth, Andis containedin ſaid the Lets 
rers Patents,ofthe moneth of Februa. 
rie, hercafter expreſſed. pt CO 


ARTIC, 1r. 


Item, without ſeizure of goods, it 
15lawfull forthe ſaid Prior & Conſuls, 
attherequeſt of the plaintiffe, to pro- 
cecd againſt the debtor, by arreſt and 
1mpriſonment, if that bee thoughr the 
eafteſt way, to doe right to the partics, 
without ſhew of Proces: Like as the 
Conſeruatorof the ſayde Citic of Ly- 
#2, 49th : According tothe will and 
$6, 4584» +, þ.3-53 : pkca» 
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pleaſure of the late King Francis, con- 


rainedin the ſa/ide Letters'Patents, of 
the Month of Februarie. 


ARTIC. 12. 


Item, if the like ſummes bee con- 
figned by the Defendant, hee being 
heardin his defences, ſhall bee relea«- 
ſed or condemned, by'the ſaide Pri- 
or and Conſul , with charges and* 
amends, according to the exegents of 
the cauſe, and qualiticof.the perſon, 
And if the Deftendant;and he thatis 
called, bee priſoner, in regard that he 
hath nor garniſhed the hand of the 
King and Iuſtice, nor conſigned the 
fummes contained in the demand of 
his aduerſe partie, heard vpon his de- 
fence: The ſaydePriorand Conſuls, 
ſhall proceed againſtall ſuch perſons, 
as aboueſayde : Andlike as the Con- 
ſeruator of the Fayres of the ſayde 
Citie of Zyon, doth; Toauoydlong 
proceedings, conſidering the Parties 
bee preſent: And being for matters 

E 4 touching 
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' touching Trade of Merchandize, and 
caules of Bxehange. LY 


ART I C. 13. | 
Item, if hee that is adiourned, do 
notmake his apparance according as 
hejs aſſigned to doe, ncither is priſo- 
ner ,. then after one default, the fayd 
Prior'and Conſuls may proceed, by 
ſcizing of his goods, ſo farre as the 
ſummes containedin the demaund of 
the aduerſe' partie doe amount vnto. 
And they may ordainc,to call the ſayd 
debtor, that ata certaine day, houre, 
and place), hee: = come to ſee his 
goods foſcized, to be publikely (olde, 
rotheende that the Plaintiffe may be 
ſatiſhed, withthe money procecding 
thereof, according to reaſon, without 
ahy further delay: As is containedin 
the ſayde Lerters Patents, of the Mo- 
neth of May, *' : 


A RTIC. 14. . 
Item, if the goods 1o taken and 
ſeized bee vamouecable, the ſayd Pri- 
or F and Conſuls hauing cauſedto bee 
: made 
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madethe Cries, and preſent ale there. 
of, they ſhall cauſethe ſaid goodsto be 
committed to a certaine Commiſho» 
ner, by the meſſenger or Sericane,who 
did exccute thy ſaid Cries : And the 
partie who is the purſuer, ſhall cauſe to 
be intimated & ſignified the ſaid Cries 
toall men, to whom itſhallapperrtain : 
And to make faſt the intimatis to their 
exploit of their ſaid Cries, vnder the 
Counter ſcale ofthe ſaid Prior & Con- 
ſulls, vpon paine otherwiſe to be of no 
efte& : As is conteined in the Kings 
Ordinances inthe Rewbrick of Cries 
and fales,in the ſecond and fourth Ar- 
ticles. 
| ARTIC! 15. 


Item, the Notice and Cries being 
done according tothe forme accuſto» 
mably kept inthe Towne of T holoae, 
the Sentenceand Decree of the ſaide 
Prior and Conſulls being gtuen, vpon 
the goods ſo notified and (old, ſhall be 
interpoſed and executed in the fauour 
of him that offercth moſte, and laſt 
inhanſer of the price, as 1s — 
= one 
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ordinarily done inthe Turiſditions of | 
the other Iudges of the ſaid place, Ac- 
cording to thetenor of the ſaid Letters 
Patents ofthe Moneth of May: Andas 
contained inthefiftarticle of the kings 
ordinances in the Rubricke of Obliga- 
tions. 


ARTIC. 16. 


Item, foraſmuch as the ſayd Prior 
and Conſulls by thetenour of the ſayd 
Letters, may vſe the ſolemnities and 
'meanes in the exerciſing of their Tu- 
riſdition, the which the other Iud- 
ges of the. Kingdome doe yſe; The 
faydPriorand Conſulls may vpon the 
interpoſition of Decree, obſerue and 
keepe, the cuſtome of the Iudges of 
Normanadie, conteined in the 24. Ar- 

ticle of the Kings Ordinances, in the 
Rewbricke of Abolitions, Confeſſi- 
ons, and Graunts, &c. whereof the te- 
nour enſueth, 
ARTIC, 17, 


Item, when as many peeces of lands 


and heritages, Returnres do paſle by 
one | | 
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one onely Decree, vpon any perſon 
for his debts, although there be many 
inhanſers of price, yet-notwithſtan- 
ding they ſhall ſuffer one onely De- 
cree to paſſe, which ſhall beby the laſt 
inhanſer, to whome the adiudication 
ſhall bemade, And the Regiſter can- 
not conſtraine the other parties, ſpeci- 
ally the Decretantr, to take the Letter 
of Decrce and Eſtate, Bur they ſhall 
ſuffer the ſaid Inhanſers rotakethelet- 
ters of their IAhanſements ſimply;And 
the ſaid Decretant to take the Ace of 
that which ſhall be ordeined vpon his 
oppoſition, orelſethe ſaide Prior and 
Conſuls may maketheaR of Returne, 

to the other Iudges, to whome the 

knowledge of the oppolitions do ap- 

pertaine, | 


Item, forall executions where there 
is commaundement-to paie within a 
certaie time, it ſhall not be needfull 
for the validitic of the- exployte - 
| the 


Yo > Snag 
latino Aeris xn et 
Y 


The Merchants 


the Cries & Notices, or other cizing 
of goods or perſon,to make farther en» 
quiry of goods moueable.: Butit ſhall 
ſuffice a Commaundementduly made 
bya Meſſenger or Scricant tothe per- 
ſon,or warning left at his Lodging, Af 
ter which the goods ſeized, or the per- 
ſon arreſted, ſhall remaine vntill ſuch 
time as he hauc obeyed the ſaid Com- 
maundement - As is contcined in the 
Kings Ordinances in the 11. Article of 
the Rewbricke of Obligations : And 
inthe ſaid Letters Patents of the mo» 
| neth of February, or otherwiſe they 
may proceed to the ſale of the goods, 
as is before ſpecified, 


ARTIC. 19. 


Item, ifthe goods ſo ſeized be moue- 
ables,then after one default, they ſhall 
be ſolde publikely to him that offers 
moſt, to make ſatisfaction to the plam- 
tiffe': And betore the ſale of the ſaide 
goods, ſhall cauſe the partie purſuer to 
giue a {ignation to the defailant, for 
to comeEand ſee ſold and deliuered his 

| o00gds 
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g00ds tothe moſt offerer, Accordin 


tothe cuſtom of the Tudges of the ſai 


place: And iscontained in the ſaid let- 
ters Parents of the moneth of May. 


ARTIC. 260. 


Item, if theſaide parties adiourned, 


do make their appearance at the day 


aſhgnedthem, And do ſhew forth any 
matter againſt the demandofthe plain- 
tiffe, being by the ſaid Priorand Con- 
ſulls condemned to garniſh and Con- 
ſignethe fummes conteined inthe ſaid 
demand, they cannot impeach or hin« 
der the ſaid garniſhingand confignati- 
on : Although the 
theſaid ſentence which is prouifionall, 
and cannot be impeached or ſuſpen- 
ded by appeale : as is conteinedinthe 
laſt Article of the Kings Ordinances, 
and in the Rewbricke of prouiſtonall 
Sentences; And in default of garni- 
ſhing and obeying the ſaid Sentences; 
Theſaid Prior and Confulls,may con- 
frrainetheRefuſants, by arreſting and 
impriſoning of their perſons : As is 

con» 


oc appeale from 
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conteined in the two Letters Patents 
of the Moneths of May and February 
hereafter expreſſed: 


”" * © £ *ME FA 


Item, if one oppoſition be framed 
againſtthe ſeizing, ſale, or deliuery of 
the goods, oragainſt the Cries or in+ 
tcrpoſitions of Becree, oragainſt any 


_ etherchicfe point, where oppoſition 


may take place, the handof the King 
and of Tuſtice remaining duly garni- 
ſhed, for the matter of the authoritie 
ofthe ſaid Priorand Confulls, the par 
ties ſo oppoſing themſelues, ſhall be 
ſent totheir Iudge and chiefe men of 
their Prouinee,to declare beforethem 
the cauſes of their oppoſitions, As is 
contained in-certaine Letters of the 
Kings, Giuen at Fountaine Bleav, the 


Teuenth day of December; r5 51. Read 


and publiſhed according totheir Te- 
nours, inthe Parliament of the faide 
Citie of-Thoatonze, the ninth day of 
February inthe ſame yeare, 


AR 
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ARTIC. 22. 


Item, if the partie adiourned do of- 
fer Suertie, yet notwithſtanding hee 
ſhall be cauſed to garniſh, and then 
haue power to call his Suertie : The 
hand of the King & Iuſtice remaining 
carniſhed, who being called, before he 
bereceiued as Suertie, ſhall make the 
like garniſhment, that after they may 
proceedaſwell againſt him,as the prin» 
cipall debter,according to reaſon: And 
all Sentences & Iudgements that ſhall 
be giuen againſt the Suertie, ſhall be 
to be executed, to wit,againſt the prin. 
cipall debter,for the principallſumme:_ 
Andagainft the Suerties for the char- 
ges, damage,and Intereſt onely, As is 
cotained inthe 20. Article ofthe kings 
Ordinances, in the Rubricke of De» 
layes, 


ARTIC. 23. 


Item, to call a Suertie before 
Conteſtation of the Cauſe, the ſayd 
Prior 


_ 
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Prior and Conſulls cannot permit 
butonely one default, vnlefſe the firſt 
ſuertic,will callathird man for ſuertic, 
to whome they may allow one other 
only default : asis conteined in the ſe-. 
cond, third, and fourth Article of the 
Kings Ordinances, inthe ſaid Rubrick 
of delayes, | 

ARTIC. 24. 


'Ttem, in the ſaid matters to be pro- 
ceeded againſt the Corumaſers, there 
is no needto giue any delay, but after 
one default nn as aforeſaid; for 
one onely defaultin the ſaide matters, 
doth giue great aduantage to one of 
the parties; Asis conteined in the firſt 
Article of the Kings Ordinances in the 
Rubricke ofadiourments: And all de- 
fayesareleftby the King to the diſcre- 
tion of the faid Priorand Conſulls, to 
graunt them according rothe qualitic 
of the perſons, cauſes and places, asthe 
other Iudges do. | 

A Re 
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Item, ifthe demaundant doattempt 
any ſuite by ſubtilrie, and eaufeth any 
execution thereof againſt rhe aduerſe 

rtie, or otherwiſe if the defendant 
vſe any ſubtill helpes, or vnlawfull 
meanes, to defraude the Plaintiffe;and 
not to ſatisfic him, Theſaid Prior and 
Conſulls may condemne the partie 
culpable, ( for vling the ſaid deceit or 
vnlawfull meanes) in aforfeiture, and 
the ſameto be diſpoſed of as aforeſaid, 
As is conteined in the tenth Article of 
Kings Ordinances in the Rubricke of 
Obligations, Andin theſaid Letters 
Parents ofthe moneth of May, 


A note of ſuch matters wherein it # 
needfull to hane inſtruction, and 
knowledge of the cauſe, 


AE thoſe matters are ſpecified an4 
named particularly inthe ſaid let- 
"ters Patents of the moneth of May, 
F cucn 
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euenasis likewiſe named, Obligations, 
Aſſotiations,cither generall or particu. 
lar, Nominations of perſons, or ſuffici- 
er:cie of goods, Aſſurances, Accounts, 
and Awditing thereof, loancof Reſts, 
ſatisfaction of the- whole or of part, 
Tranſports, Delegations, Nouations 
of debrs, Socjeties, Bargaines, and 
other Acts concerning the buſineſle of 
the ſaide Bourſe, andailthereynto be- 
longing. 


MARITIC., Fo 


Firſt, the Kings pleaſure is, by the 
renour of the ſaide Letters of the Mo» 
neth of May, that the fayd Prior and 
Conſulls do proceede to Indgement 
of the debates,and differences moued, 
or tobe mouecd, by reaſon of theſaide 
matters, after two defaultes, and that 
the parties adiourned twotimes, and 
making no apparance the ſecond day 
to them aſhgned, ſhall be ſubieR to 

the ſame Indgement : Note that the 
King hath not limited any time forthe 
ſaid defaults, bu:leaucth þ ſame to the 
diſcretion 
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diſcretion of the ſayd Priorand Con- 
{ulls, whoate tolimit the ſame, accor- 
ding to the diſtance of the place, qua- 
litie of the partic adiourncd, commo- 
diticofthe time, and cauſe of the bu«» 
ſinefle, asallother Tudgesare accuſto» 
med to limit the defaults;according to 
the ſame circumſtances,and according 
to the common diſpoſition of right: 
And the tenour of the ſecond Article 
of the Kings Ordinances in the Ru- 
bricke of Delayes. 


ARTIC. 2. 


 Ttem, whether the parties adiour- 
ned do appeare, or make default the 
day aſſigned them the ſcconde time; 
The ſaide Prior and Conlulls (before 


they do proceed to Indgement of the 


ſaide matters) ſhall heare the demaun- 
dants, who vpon thcir oathes ſhall af- 
firme their debts ſo demaunded to be 


_ true, and containe nothing but truth: 


Andthenthe defendants ſo adiouined 
being preſent, anſwering by credite, 
which is as much to ſay, that it is 

F 3 true, 
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true, that the demaund of the Plain- 
tiffe do containe truth : And preſent. 
ly the ſaide Prior and Conſulls con» 
demning them to (atisfiethe ſaid Plain- 
tiffe, with all coſtes preſently taxed, 
with out forme of Proces, by the ſaid 
Prior and Conſulls, according to the 
Kings pleaſure contained in the ſayd 
Letters of the Moneth of May. 


ARTIC. 3. 


Item, if the partics ſo adiourned 
ſhall anſwere by no credit , which is 
as much to ſay, that the demaunds of 
the Plaintiffes are not true, in all, or 
in part, they ſhall ten affirme the ſame 
vpon their oathes, and ſubmit them. 
{clues to prouethe contrary, as is con- 
rained in the firſt Article ofthe Kings - 
Ordinancesin the Rewbricke of An» 
ſweres. | 


ARTIC. 4. 


Item, if the parties ſo adiourned, 


make noappearance (the two defaults 
bcing 
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being paſt) then ſhall the Plaintiffe be 
ſubiec to ſend vnto the Defendanta 
Coppic of his demaund with his oath, 

| to the end that he mayeither impugne 
the ſame, or allow thereof, which the 
Plaintifte may doo either by himſclfe, 

or. his Atturncy, intimating vnto him, 

that if he faile therein, that then the 

ſaid Prior and Conſulls, will proceed 

| againſt him ſummarily to Iudgementr, 
| ypon the Plaintifles concluſion as be- 
fore is ſaid. | 


EE ARTIC. 5. 


Item, if the parties do varie in their 
demaunds,they ſhall be ſubie&to giue 
in writing, both vnder their handes 
and oathes, thoſe points wherein they 
varie, and that within eight dayes, to 
the ende that diligent enquiry may be 
made thereof : As is contcinedinthe 
third Article of the Kings Ordinan- 
ces inthe Rubricke of Articlesagreed 
vpon. | 


| F yg of 
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Of Inquiries. 
ARTIC. 


Item. the ſaid Prior and Conſulls, 
their Licftenants and Deputies in was 
king their Inqueſt, may not recciue 
any witneſles, nor take' their oathes, 
nor proceed in proofe, without the 
adueric partie be firſt called therevn« 
to, vpen paincthat their proceedings 
in ſuch acaſeſhallbe of no value, and 
if the partie ſhall make default , after 
he hati bene twice called, they may 
then recciue the witneſles, and pro- 
ceedetothe Inquiric, and all thinges 
thcrevnto belanging : As is contei- 
nedinther 2. 13. and 14: Articles of 
the Kings Ordinances in the Rubricke 
of Comiſlaries to make Inqueſt. 
dey-4 


yy 


MHETIE, 3; 


Trem, if enquirie bee needfull to 
be made for both partics, andone of 


——_——— —_—____— _ TD *s = 4 4 o = 
* vu —_—_ A a ati. yy 


NewRoyall Exchanee. 


the parties will appeale from the Prior 
and Conſulls and their deputies, then 
the ſayd Prior and Conſulls and theye 
deputies,may make enquiric inthe be. 
halfe of the partie that doeth not ap- 
peale: As is contained in the 15.Article 
of the forcſaid Rubricke, 


ARTIC. 3. 


Item, the ſaide Prior and Conſulls 
in making their 'enquiries, they can- 
not give but one onely default, with- 
in which time the parties muſt make 
report of their enquiries duly to bee 
done, and cloſed with their Scales, As 
is conteined in the ninth, tenth, and 
elcuenth Article ofthe kings Ordinan» 
ces inthe Rubricke of Delayes. 


ARTIC. 4. 


Item, ſauing that if the parties haue 
done theyr diligences in making the 
ſame enquiries, within the time to 
to them limited, and cannot within 
that time finiſh the ſame, then vp6 due 

F 4  proofe 
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proofe made of their diligeces ſodone, 
in ſuch caſc the ſaid Prior and Conſuls 
may giue them one onely delay more, 
afterthe which time they cannot make 
any further enquirie, by witneſles or 
otherwiſe : Asis conteinedinthe 12. 
and 13. Articles of the ſaide Ordinane 
CCS. = 


ARTIC. Fe 


Item, the parties receiued to make 
enquiry before the ſaid Prior 6: Con- 
ſulls, may vſcall ſorts of lawful proofes, 
aſwell by right, as by the Kings Ordi- 
nances, Prouided that the ſame bee 
done, aſſummarily as may be, accor- 
ding to the powerofthe Authoritie,of 
the ſaid Priorand Conſulls : All which 
15 to be dane in ciuill manner, be it by 
witneſle,' by writings publike or pri- 
uate, by colleion of Letters, by oath 
1n the tulfilling of all proofe : And 0- 
therwiſe according to the exegents of 
the cauſe, toknow the truth, and to in- 
ftruct the Conſciences of the ſaid Pri» 
or and Conlulls, | 
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eARTIC. 6. 


Item, if inthe end of the cauſe of 
the Demands, 8& Articles of the Par- 
ties, there bee found any Article, falſe 
and deceirfull, hee that hath affirmed 
the ſame, ſhall be condemned by the 
ſayd Prior & Conſuls, in the penaltie 
of one hundreth ſoles-paraſitz, balfe 
thereof tothe King, &the other halfe 
to the partie : As is contained in the 
15. Article of the Kings Ordinances, 
in the Rubricke of Anſwers, And they 
may make vſe of the ſame penalties, 
againſt all parties, who ſhall not with- 
in cight dayes after all delayes, giue 
in all their Demands, and things con- 
trary thereunto, being ſo ordained 
by the ſayd Priorand Conſuls: As is 
contained inthe fourth Article of the 
Kings Ordinances, in the Rubricke of 
Articles of Agreement. 
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Irem the ſayde Prior and Conſuls, 
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and their Deputies, in the prouing of 
any matter inthe bchalfe of any man 
whatſocuer, cannot take but ten wit- 
neſles, and them ſecretly, the one after 
the other, vpon paine of anarbitrable 
penaltic, wherein the ſaydPrior and 
Conſuls and their Deputies may bee 
condemned, by the Court of Parlia- 
ment of the ſame place: And that all 
witneſſes of whom they ſhall take here- 
 Inaboue the ſayde number, ſhall bee 
rejected : Asis contained in the Ru- 
bricke of Witneſſes, and likewiſe vp- 
on amatterin the Kings Ordinances. 


ARTIC. 8. 


Item, the Inquiries being recei- 
ued, the Parties there, both or ſeue- 
rally, ſhall bee ſubic&to giue in, their 
Letters of ſaluations, 'or reproaches, 
within three 'dayes after the Recei- 
uing the ſayd Inquiries, without any 
further delay, vpon paineto bee refu- 
ſcd, as is contained in the ſecond Ar. 
ticle of the Kings Ordinanccs, in the 
Rubrick of Reproaches. 

ART, 
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ARTIC, 9. 


Item, all Contradictions againſt the 
Letters and ſaluations, ſhall bee giuen 
in, within eight dayes after the ſayde 
Reproaches , and ſaluations, without 
any further delay, otherwiſe to bere- 


fuſed : As is containedin the ſixt Arti- 


cle of the ſaid Ordinances, 


SEFIC. 10. 

Item, after publication madeof the 
ſaid Inquiries,no reproaches,ſaluatiss, 
and Contradictions,ſhall be permitted 
to be giuenin , But they ſhall proceed 
to Iudgement,8& deciſion of the caule, 
vpon the former proceedings: As is 
contained in the third Article of the 
Kings Ordinanccg, 


ARTIC.rr. 

Item, all Inquiries, conſidering 
they cannot be other then Ciuill, ſhall 
bee publiſhed before the ſayde Prior 
and Conſuls, hauing firſt obſerued the 
eenour of the Articles here before 

immcdiatly 
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immediatly written , As is contained 
| Inthekings ordinances, in the Rubrick 
of Publications of Inqueſts,and cuery 

arty inthe end ofthe cauſe,may retire 
Fi owne it heſo pleaſe : As is obſer- 
uedin the Turiſdictionofother inferior 
Judges. 


Of Produfion. 


ARTIC.7r. 

Item, if the proofe beto bee made 
by Writings , then the Parties are to 
bring in all the ſame Writings : by 
which they pretend to proue their in- 
tention, within three dayes, without 
any further delay, vnlefle the diſtance 
of the place, doe require any more 
time, As is contained inthe third Ar- 
ticle of the Kings Ordinances, in the 
Rubricke of Productions, 


ARSTIC. 2. 


Item, if the Parties produce any 
writings that concerne not the cauſe 


(tothe endto trouble the _—_ 
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of the ſaid Prior & Conſuls)they may 
then condemne the ſame partie, that 
ſhall bring in any ſuch Writings, in 
the penaltie of 1 © o. ſoles-paraſitz, 
As is contained in the ſecond Article 
of the foreſayde Rubricke,to be appli- 
edas before is ſayd. 


ARTIC. 


Item , the fayde reſpite of three 


dayes,or otlfer reſpites, giuen by the 
diſcreete deliberation of the ſayde Pri- 
or and Conſulls, being paſt, the Par- 
ties ſhall not after bepermitted to pro- 
duce any further Writings, but the 
oces ſhall bee iudged in the ſame 
ate, as ſhall bee foundatthe expiring 
of the reſpite, As is contained in the 
fourth Article of the foreſaid Rubrick 
of Productions, 


ARTIC. 4. 


Item, the Regiſter of the ſayde 
Prior and Conſuls, ſhall beſubic co 
k:cpca little Inuentoric ofall the Wri- 

tings 
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tings that ſhall be produced, and ſhall 
cauſethe Parties that producethem,to 
writetheit names vpon euery one of 
them, to the ende that none of the 
writings ſo produced, bee alteredor 
loſt, which might happen to bee of 
great importance, ſpecially amongſt 
Merchants, betweene whom oftcn- 
times , groweth queſtions of great 
ſummes, conteined an little papers; As 
bils of Debt, and letters of Exchatge: 
And likewiſe tothe ende that all Wri- 
tings ſo produced, might bee ſeeneto 
- agreewith thetenour of the Inuento- 
ry, inthedeciding of the Proces : As 
is containedin the Kings Ordinances, 
inthe Rubrickeot Inuentories, 


ARTIC. $5 


Item, the ſaid Regiſter ſhall not take 
outany Coppy of martters of cfte&t out 
of the ſayde Inuentory, neither for 
the one partie nor for the other, but 
onely the cauſe, and the end where- 
fore thelayde writings are produced, 
vpon paine to forfcita hundreth ſoles- 

pariſitz, 
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pariſitz, to bee imployed tothe profite 
of the ſayd Boutlſe, like as the Attur. 
neys of partics in other Iuriſdictions, 
arecondemned in the like ſumme, to 
beimployed to their Chappell : As is 
contained inthe ſecond Article of the 
ſaid Ordinances, in the Rubricke of 
Productions. 


Of Sentences. 


ARTIC.1, 

Firſt, the ſayde Prior and Conſuls, 
according tothe certaintic and trueth 
of the proofcs and alligations. made 
beforethem, by the parues, ſhall pro- 
nounce their Sentences cleerely, deci. 
ding the Proces, vpon painetohe pus. 
niſhed by the Court of Parliament of ' 
the ſaid place, vpon the reformation 
of their Sentences: As is contained 
inthe ſecond Article of the ſaid Ordi- 
nances, in the Rubricke of Sentences, 


ARTIC. 2. 
Item, after the ſaid Priorand Con: 


ſuls, haue pronounced their Sentence 
without 


* Low. 


The Merchants 
without correQinz , adding or dimi- 
niſking the ſame,che ſaid Regiſter ſhall 
giuea Coppie uf thelayde Sentences, 
to cither of the ſayd Parties, being re- 
quiredthereunto, vpon an arbritable 
enaltieto bee layd vpon him, andco 
be held afalſe man if hee doe the con- 
trary;as is conteynedin the third Arti- 

cle of the forceſaid Rubricke: 


ARTIC, 3. 


Item, the Kings pleaſure is that all 
Sentences giuen by the ſaide Priorand 
Conſuls, both interlocutory and defi- 

'1riue, ſhall be of force and effe@,cuen 
as thoſe of otherIudges, As is con» 
teyned inthe laſt Article of theſayde 
Rubricke of Sentences. 


Of Arbitrators. 


ARTICLE, r. 


Item, the Merchants of the iuc 
riſditions of the ſayd Bourſe of Thee- 
bug, as well by their owne conſents, 

as 
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as by the Commandement of the ſaid 
Prior and Conſuls, may commit their 
differences to Arbitrators, from whoſe 
ſenrence, they may appeale to theſayd 
Prior and Conſuls, who as they ſhall 
ſee cauſe, may refotme,or confirme the 
Sentcnce of theſaid Arbitrators, 


\ MET IC. 4. | 
Item, the appellation of the Sen- 
tence of the Arbitrators, ſhall not be 
received by the ſayde Prior and Cone 
ſulls, before the Arbitrament bee per- 
formed,by the party that doth appeale: 
ypon condition to bee reſtored inthe 
endeof Proces, if it bce ſo thoughe 
good by the ſaide Prior and Conſulls . 
As is coytained in the Kings Ordinans 

cRubricke of Arbitrators, 


| ARTIC. 3, 

cem, the ſayd Prior, & Conſuls,are 
ty note, thatno Merchant, nor other 
cing of their Turiſdition, can tran- 
port, or make ouecrtheir intereſt to any 
perſon Priuiledged, and not ſubiect to 


the ſame Turiſdiction, be itby gift, ſale, 
G or 


The ec Merchants 


or Exchange, or by any other meanes, 
to the end toauoyd their Authoritie, 
vpon painethat the ſame tranſports ar. 

ofleſlings,ſhal beof no effec,and the 
jolle of their right and cauſe: As is 
contained inthe firſt and ſecond Arti- 
&les of the Kings Ordinances, inthe 
" Rubricke of ScHons. 


ARTIC. 4: 


Item, all Notaries, who ſhall receiue 
any ſuch tranſports orSeffions, ſhall be 
puniſhed by the ſayde Prior and Con+ 
ſuls, in anarbitrable penaltic: And fur- 
therſhall bee condemned, to pay vnto 
the aducrſe Partie, all his coſtes and 
charges , which hee hath ſuſteined by 
meanes thereof, As is contained in 
_ the firſt Article of forcſaid Rubricke, 
taken of the common diſpoſition of 


ri ght. 
Of Accuſations. 


The Parties may accuſe the ſaid Prior 
and Conſuls, and others of their Iuril- 
dictions,ifthey hauc I to 

oC. 
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doe. And that not in writing but by 
word, in his preſents whom they ſul- 
pet: And their accuſations ſhall bee 
ſummarily examined and decided; 
Andit in caſe the ſayd Priorand Con- 
(uls thould bee acculed, then the moſt 
auncient Merchants, and thoſe who 
hauec had the firſt preheminencein the 
ſaid Bourſe, ſhall fit in the place of the 
ſaid Prior and Conſuls : As is obſerued 
in the other Iuriſditions; And con- 
tainedinthe Kings Ordinances, inthe 
Rubricke of Accuſations. 


Of Diſtributions. 
F * +  { #7 0 # 


TH ſaid Prior and Conſuls, may 
diſtribute the Proces vnto the 
moſt auncient Merchants, that bee 
moſt expert in the matters that bee in 
ueſtion, to make a true report vnto 
theſayd Priorand Conſuls: according 
to the allegations and proofes of the 
faide parties, tothe ende todecidethe 
fame, accordingto right, without any 
| G2 Afallcry 
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fallery to bee giuen to ſaid Merchants, 
in regard of their report. 


ARTIC. 2. 

Item, all Merchants to whom the 
faid Prior and Conſuls ſhall diſtribute 
the Proces, they ſhall be ubieto take 
the aduiceof the Aduocate, & Atture 
ney of the ſaid Bourſe,or of any others, 
if there bee any difficultic in the cauſc, 
to theendto diſcernethe right, and to 
makethe better report therof vntothe 
fayd Prior and Conſuls, that they may 
the ſooner end the ſame, according to 
Tcaſon and right, and at the charges of 
their Parties purſuants, like as the Con- 
ſeruator of the Fayres of the ſayd Citic 
of Lyon doth, © 


Of Charges and Damages. 


ARTIC.T. 
Firſt all Charges and Damages, ſhall 
beraxcd by the ſaid Priorand Con- 
ſulls toa certaine ſumme;, as it ſhall tru« 
ly appeare vnto them, by the difcourſe 
of the Proces, haying a regard tothe 
hos di% » 4% þ 4 +2 - qualitic 
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qualitic of the Parties, and quantitic 
of the cauſes , without receiuing from 
the Partics any declaration of their 
charges, and without any other order 
of proceeding, as is contained inthe 
laſt Article of the Kings Ordinances,in 
the Rubricke of Charges # like as the 
Conſeruator of the Fayres ofthe ſayd 
Lyoa doth; And is contained in the 


Lertcrs Patents of the month of Fe- 


bruary , hereafter ſpecified. 
ARTIC. 2. 


Item,if fortherepayre ofthe Char. 
pes, Damages, and Intereſt, any per- 
ſonwere condemned ina penaltie,and 
to remaine in priſon vntill he had fatiſ- 
fied the ſame, by the ſayde Prior and 
Conluls, the ſayd partie cannot bee by 
them inlarged, without the exprefle 
conſent of the Partic intereſled, or that 
he haue ſatiſfied him, As is contained 
inthe ſeuenth and eight A-:icles in the 
Rubricke of Charges, / .d in the ixt 
Article of the Rubricke of Penalties. 


The Merchants 


Of Penaltees. 


AL Penalties adiudged by theſayd Þ} 
Priorand Conſuls (to beapplyed 
as before ſaid) ſhall be leauied withour 
delay,as is contained in the ſecond Ar» 
ticle of the forcfaid Rubricke of Pc- 
naltics. 


Exhortation. 


s b Heſfaid Prior and Conſuls, for the 
executing of the Kings pleaſure, 
entertaining of their IuriſdiQtion, fol- 
lowing the Order of the Conſeruator 
of the Fayres of Lyon, auoyding of all 
bribing meanes, which the miniſters 
of other Iuriſdiions doe vie, and the 
eaſing of all Merchats : To the end that 
they may more freely exerciſe $ courſe 
of their buying 8 ſelling of Merchan- 
dize,& cauſes of Exchange inall truth, 

They wuſt haue regard,that they make 
nolong proceedings, but by all meanes | 
tf poſſible force outthe tructh, ſpeedily | 
24 1% F | to 
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tr» decide the cauſe ir: qucſtion,ſo farre 
«5 apperraineth ry their knowledge, by 
the rru= aſh;cmocionsof the Merchants, 
and nv by fined, ſubtill, and craftie 

' writings, whichoften times do darken 
the trueth, vnder the colour of fayre 
phrales declared in them; For ſois the 
Kings pleaſure, in the ſayd Letters Pa- 
rents of the Month of May, whenas 

| He commandcth themqto proceed to 

| Tudgements, in matters appertaining 

| to their knowledge ſummarily, 

without figure of long pleas, 
| andgreat ſolemnities 
| _ of Proces, 
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